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“Everyday...is the day the Lord has made— Rejoice! and be glad in it!”

A Note from Your Pastor:
April came with not just showers, but snow, sleet and mixes of the two that area
meteorologists created new names for! Inside the church, though, we have been on fire.
There is a wonderful spirit in our church that can be felt as well as seen. This last month
we welcomed two new members, of which we could not be happier to welcome. We look
forward to the upcoming liturgical year as we approach Pentecost and the ‘great green
growing’ days of spring and summer. Our Worship and Music committee has been hard
at work and has purchased some new banners for Pentecost. A great big thank you goes
out to Becky Nelson who tirelessly decorates the Sanctuary and the church with color,
greenery in profusion. I thank everyone that has been helping with collective work...
together, we create a wonderful team for God.
Grace & Peace,

Pastor Ginna

Confirmed in the Faith
Confirmation, a rite many churches celebrate each spring, has biblical
roots. In Acts 8, Peter and John are sent to lay their hands on new
believers and pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit. In the early
church, new Christians — usually adult converts — received baptism
and confirmation as one ceremony. As more children were brought for baptism, pastors
and priests would baptize, but only bishops would “confirm” a baptism, or make it official.
Thus, the baptized were granted full membership in the church through confirmation.
Now confirmation allows young people, often after intensive Christian education, to profess
for themselves the faith into which they were baptized. Confirmation serves as an
important faith milestone, as teens and young adults purposefully embrace a life of
discipleship.
Pastor Ginna will be guiding some of our youth through the confirmation
process during the months of May and June. Please be in prayer for
these young people as they begin their spiritual journey to Confirmation!
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We resume collection of our Two-Cents-A-Meal Offering May 8
Two-Cents-A-Meal is a small first step in the battle against hunger and poverty. We invite
every member — of all ages — to contribute a few cents at every meal. This simple act is an
expression of thanks for what we have received. It is also a commitment to share with others
in response to Jesus' command "You give them something to eat."
On the second Sunday of each month, the children of the church pass orange
buckets through the congregation during the Time with Children. When
members bring their offerings to church and place them in the buckets, all of
those coins "make a joyful noise unto the Lord" as they are received and dedicated.
We traditionally distribute 75% to Presbytery and 25% to local hunger efforts.

In-Carnation
The official flower of Mother's Day is the carnation, the favorite flower of the
mom of the holiday's founder, Anna Jarvis. Over time, the custom arose of
wearing a white carnation on Mother's Day if your mother has died and a red
one if she's living.
In fact, many carnation colors have special meanings. Pink carries the richest Christian
symbolism. According to legend, carnations first appeared on earth as Mary wept while
watching Jesus carry his cross. Where her tears fell, there appeared pink carnations,
symbolizing a mother’s undying love.
According to one theory, the English word for carnation comes from carnis, Latin for flesh.
From the same root comes incarnation, God’s coming to earth in flesh. Thus, carnations
remind us of our loving mothers as well as our loving Savior.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th!
This Mother’s Day, let’s not only celebrate our mothers and the mothers of the world, but
let’s celebrate the women in our lives who have helped us become who WE are today.
These women are everywhere and in all walks of life. Maybe they are your favorite
teacher, your sister, your aunt, your grandmother, your stepmother, your neighbor, or a
friend. We have all “mothered” someone and have shown them love and support in their
time of need. So, let’s thank and celebrate those women in our lives too.
Celebrate another woman the way you'd want to be celebrated. Buy her flowers, coffee, a
book she’s been wanting to read, or a spa day. Take a new or younger mom under your
wing and sit down to just listen to her latest struggle with whatever challenging kid-phase
they are dealing with. Pass along the inspiration you feel from other mothers. If there’s an
important woman in your life, celebrate her!

.”

“
—Julia Alvarez

A Note from Your Stewardship Committee
We believe in miracles and that they are happening in our church at this
time, in particular.
Out of the unknown to us, we were given a leader with great passion,
enthusiasm, love and the ability to lead us.
Look around and you’ll see the warm smiles and friendly faces of those who want to be
involved with the activities and leadership of the church in ways not seen for many years.
Because your name is important to you, likewise, it is to most folks. Take time to learn
everyone’s name and introduce yourself when the chance be given. A smile or kind word
goes beyond the immediate moment. Take these opportunities; make a difference!
Encourage others both in and out of the church by commenting on a contribution that he
or she has made.
The possibilities are endless in how we can make a difference in a person’s life, never forget
that! We encourage your participation in areas you feel comfortable. Ask Pastor Ginna
how you may contribute to the life and work of our congregation, or just volunteer.
It is a great feeling to be part of God’s work, especially at First Presby of South Charleston!
For the Stewardship & Administrative Committees,
Bob, Ron, Owen & Tom

You Can Tithe or Donate Online, Safely & Securely!
We’ve made it easier to support the life and work of our church through online giving. You may also
support our many (more than 20!) community programs, regardless of where you are in the world.
From near or far, you can make sure your precious financial resources are supporting people you know
and trust doing important work in our local, regional, national, and global communities.
From feeding the hungry on our doorstep to clothing children and families in need to delivering
medicine, supplies and educational materials to our friends in Fort Liberté, Haiti, your financial support
allows us to continue being just where God wants and needs us to be.
To make an online contribution, simply go to our website: fpcscwv.org
Click on the “give” button on the menu bar.
Scroll down the bottom of the page to the blue bar.
CLICK HERE to tithe or donate using your credit card
and follow the instructions.
“The place God calls you to, is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
--Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC

Prayer’s Certain Payoff
Prayers prayed in the Spirit never die until they accomplish God's intended
purpose. His answer may not be what we expected, or when we expected it, but
God often provides much more abundantly than we could think or ask. He
interprets our intent and either answers or stores up our prayers. Sincere prayers
are never lost [and] will never be wasted or go unrewarded.
—Missionary Wesley Duewel

News from the Pews
Our Christian Sympathy and Support to
Joan Eads & Family at the loss of her brother-in-law, Gordon Ray Eads
We rejoice in the assurance of eternal life that is ours in Jesus Christ

Nurturing Faith Ideas
from the Presbytery of West Virginia
Please use these suggested scriptures, questions, and activities to help you explore your faith.

May 1 – Third Sunday of Easter: Read John 21:1-19
Peter felt hurt that Jesus kept asking him the same question over and over, and we can feel equally hurt when
our faith is questioned. However, a life of faith is not a one-time commitment but a lifetime of showing up and
doing as Jesus asks us. What will you do this week to feed Jesus’ sheep?
May 8 – Fourth Sunday of Easter: Read Psalm 23
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me…” What dark place in your life
or insurmountable challenge has been on your mind lately? Picture God in that place, walking beside you and
comforting you.
May 15 – Fifth Sunday of Easter: Read Psalm 148
The Psalmist calls on all of creation to praise the Lord. Where have you seen God’s wonder in nature recently.
May 22 – Sixth Sunday of Easter: Read John 5:1-9
The man by the pool thought he knew what his problem was and how it needed to be fixed. But Jesus offered a
different perspective and a different solution. This week, think of a problem you have that you cannot solve and
ask God to open your eyes to new possibilities.
May 29 – Seventh Sunday of Easter: Read Acts 16:16-34
When Paul and Silas were in jail, they prayed and sang hymns to God; they knew that God was with them, even
at that difficult time. When you are going through difficult times, do you pray and sing? Do you remember that
God is with you?

First Presby is debuting our new QR Code (short
for QUICK RESPONSE CODE). A QR code is a black-and-white
square graphic which can be read by a phone camera, and
which takes the phone directly to our church webpage. In this
way, you can view anything on our website, on your phone.
Point your phone's camera at our QR code on the right, and it
will take you directly to our church website.

Kid’s Page

Pentecost Sunday
Come Ready to Worship!
June 5, 10:55 am
Please invite a friend
Pentecost Sunday is an exciting time to celebrate the
birthday of The Church and celebrate the Holy Spirit,
who brings new life and hope!
There is a special Pentecost envelope included in your box of offering
envelopes (and also in the pew racks). This special offering helps to put a
smile on the faces of children at risk, and you’ll be wearing a smile too.
Our gifts can have amazing impact! Forty percent of your gift stays here
at our church, for our support and mission to our children.

Join us in the Fellowship Hall
immediately following morning worship for our annual

Tongues of Fire Chili Luncheon!
Don’t worry, they’ll be several varieties of chili to choose from:
Chili con Carne, Veggie, White Bean & Chicken, Chuckwagon
We’ll also have Cake & Ice Cream
to celebrate our newest members
The Clementes
and THE CHURCH’S BIRTHDAY!
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508 Second Avenue
South Charleston, WV 25303
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Ministers:
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Ginna Taylor, Pastor
Mary Ellen Logsdon, Master of Music
Collin Nelson, Worship Assistant
Becky Smith, Office Manager
Charles Yancey, Jr., Custodian
David Smith, Custodian

Office Hours:
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Monday through Thursday
(Closed Friday)

A Prayer for Memorial Day
We remember, O Lord, all those people
throughout the years who have made
the supreme sacrifice for our country, for
liberty, for us. Whenever we breathe the
air of freedom or claim the right to
justice or enjoy the privilege of worship,
fill us with gratitude for those who
selflessly gave the last full measure of
devotion — their very lives — for our
benefit.
May these brave men and women now
know the joy of eternity and your
presence. And may the families of the
fallen receive comfort and peace amid
their grief. Help us as we minister to
their needs. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

E-Mail Addresses:
wvsamoyedmom@gmail.com
becky@fpcscwv.org

Web Address:
fpcscwv.org

WIFI Network:
1stPresby SC – Guest

WIFI Password:
PresbyGuest

Elders on Session:
Hersha Brown
Bill Kimmons
Carol Bryan
Rick Smith
Cheryl Eary
Tom Titus
Bob Kent
Owen Walker

May 4
May 21
May 23
May 24
May 25

SUNDAY
1

Communion Sunday

9:30
10:00
11:00
12:00
12:15
7:00

Sunday School
In person/conference call
Choir Practice
Worship In person/online
Spaghetti Luncheon
Confirmation Class
Al-Anon

8

Mother’s Day

9:30
10:00
11:00
12:00
12:15
7:00

10:00
11:00
12:15
12:15
7:00

10:00
11:00
12:15
12:15
7:00

10:00
11:00
12:15
12:15
7:00

9

10

May 27

Becky Nelson
Jean Sibold
Karl (Elijah) Smith
Brad Snyder

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY
5

17

FRIDAY
6

11

12

14

20

21

1:00 Circle of Faith

18

19

9:30 am
Gold Star Mother’s
Meeting in Mizpah Room

6:30 pm
Child Development Center
Pre-K Graduation Ceremony

24

7

13

6:00 Session Meeting

23

SATURDAY

May Friendship Day

7:00 Circle of Love

Sunday School
In person/conference call
Choir Practice
Worship In person/online
Confirmation Class
Handbell Practice
Al-Anon

25

26

27

28
Furniture Pick-Ups
Begin Today!

30
Sunday School
In person/conference call
Choir Practice
Worship In person/online
Confirmation Class
Handbell Practice
Al-Anon 7:00

May 25
May 26

5:00 Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

16

29
9:30

TUESDAY
3

Sunday School
In person/conference call
Choir Practice
Worship
Confirmation Class
Handbell Practice
Al-Anon

22
9:30

2

Sunday School
In person/conference call
Choir Practice
Worship In person/online
Congregational Meeting
Confirmation Class
Al-Anon

15
9:30

MONDAY

Amy Bennett Little
Evan Harkins
Custer Holliday
Linda Amburgey
Becky Kimmons

(Church Office Closed)

31

